
Using GPS

Training for use of Stream 
Team GPS units



Where’s Waldo?
Getting Coordinates



GPS Information

� If you have a GPS unit 
PLEASE complete a GPS 
Site Location Data Sheet and 
send it in with your data

� This does NOT replace an 
accurate verbal description



Description 
Only

� Zoom to county
� Identify place name 

(park, spring, etc.)
� Locate stream
� Locate road
� Determine flow 

direction (upstream 
or downstream)

� Measure distance

GPS Data

� Enter GPS 
coordinates

� Zoom to coordinates
� Confirm with location 

description

vs.



Improving Accuracy

� Use WAAS

� Average multiple readings

� Avoid reflections

� Find best exposure 

� Stabilizing Time (wait 15+ 

minutes optimum accuracy)



GPS Data Sheet

� Header
� GPS make and model
� WAAS enabled
� Datum = NAD 1983 

ONLY
� Horizontal accuracy 

(meters) ≤ 7 M (20 ft.) 
� Stabilizing time
� Longer the better

� UTM



GPS Data Submission

Instructions on    
the back of form



� Satellites

�Stabilizing time

� Accuracy 

�Meters

� Location reading

�UTMs

�Easting and Northing

Where’s Waldo?
Getting Coordinates



Garmin GPSMAP 76CSx

� Fast satellite capture

� Large storage capacity

� Waterproof

� Floats

� Large screen and buttons 

� WAAS Capable



� 10-day loan period
�Unit & case
�References

� Users Manual
� Quick Reference Guide
� Cheat Sheet

�GPS Data Sheet

� Return w/ enclosed prepaid return mailing 
label

Loan Procedures



Request a GPS Unit

� Request by phone/email 
� Amy.Meier@mdc.mo.gov

� 573/522-4115 x 3166

�ST email: streamteam@mdc.mo.gov

�ST 800#: 800/781-1989

� Let us know how many sites



There’s Waldo!!
Questions??


